given my most earnest and conscientious support, and that wholly and solely from the conviction arrived at by an amount of testimony most thoroughly satisfactory in every point of view. Indeed, I believe that but with one disqualifying exception, his fitness for the office was admitted on all hands, by the Patrons and the Professors alike ; that disqualification was his age. It is not necessary, in discharging my present duty, to inquire whether this objection was a valid one or not ; but if his youth, or rather his not being an older man than he is, be an objection, I would justify my preference by pointing to the fact that several of our most distinguished Professors were appointed to chairs at an earlier period of life than that of Dr Gairdner. In 
